CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF CLERKS AND ELECTION OFFICIALS

of the State of California, Incorporated

LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL


	
SUBMITTED      Sachi Hamai                                                                COUNTY       Los Angeles                                            
MAILING ADDRESS    500 West Temple St., Room 383                            PHONE     (213) 974-1401                         
CITY    Los Angeles                                                                              ZIP     90012                                                         
ADD CODE SECTION(S)                                                                                                                              
AMEND CODE SECTION(S)                                                                                                                         
REPEAL CODE SECTION(S)    Revenue and Taxation Code 1624.3, 1636.2 and 1636.5


	1. WHAT DOES THIS PROPOSAL DO?

This proposed legislation would repeal the above-named code sections which were made redundant by AB 824 (Harkey) in 2009.  The provisions of these sections were consolidated into other sections of the code (Sections 1612.5 and 1612.7).  The code provisions relate to the avoidance of conflicts of interest and transparency with respect to assessment appeal applications filed by specified county officers and employees.


	2. WHAT PROBLEM(S) WILL THIS PROPOSAL RESOLVE?
The proposed legislation is merely normal maintenance of the Revenue and Taxation Code to ensure its ongoing consistency and clarity.


	3. JUSTIFICATION IN DETAIL.
Several provisions of the Revenue and Taxation Code deal with procedures relating to assessment appeal applications filed by certain county officials and related issues of conflict of interest relating to such appeal applications.  These officials include assessment appeals board members and alternate members, assessment hearing officers, employees of the clerk of the board of supervisors and members of the county counsel staff who either advise the assessment appeals board or who represent the assessor in assessment appeal proceedings.  Existing law bars these officials from representing, for compensation, an assessment appeal applicant in the county in which the official serves.  Existing law permits these officials to represent, free of charge, a spouse, parent or child in an assessment appeal matter.  Existing law also requires these individuals to notify the clerk immediately upon filing an application for appeal on his or her own behalf, or upon his or her decision to represent his or her spouse, parent or child in an assessment appeal matter.  Existing law requires that all such applications be heard by a special alternate assessment appeals board.
In 2009, the several code sections dealing with these conflict of interest issues were consolidated into Sections 1612.5 and 1612.7 to make the provisions more concise and easier to find in the code [AB 824 (Harkey), Chapter 477 of the Statutes of 2009].  However, the bill did not repeal the code sections made obsolete by AB 824 (R&T 1624.3, 1636.2 and 1636.5).
This bill would repeal the redundant code sections.


	4. HOW WILL THIS PROPOSAL AFFECT THE AGENCY AND PUBLIC?
No effect.


	5. ARE THERE ANY OTHER RELATED CODE SECTIONS THAT WILL BE AFFECTED?
YES                    SPECIFY 

NO     X

	6. WILL THIS PROPOSAL SAVE or INCREASE COSTS?  EXPLAIN AND GIVE ESTIMATES:

No effect


	7. WHAT OTHER AGENCIES WOULD BE AFFECTED BY THIS PROPOSAL?
None


	8. WHO WILL SUPPORT THIS PROPOSAL?

N/A


	9. DRAFT LANGUAGE:
     Section 1624.3 of the Revenue and Taxation Code is repealed.
     1624.3. No current member of an assessment appeals board, nor any alternate member, may represent an applicant for compensation on any application for equalization filed pursuant to Section 1603 in the county in which the board member or alternate member serves.
     Section 1636.2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code is repealed.

     1636.2. No current hearing officer may represent an applicant for compensation on any application for equalization filed pursuant to Section 1603 in the county in which the board member or alternate member serves.
     Section 1636.5 of the Revenue and Taxation Code is repealed.

     An assessment hearing officer shall notify the clerk immediately upon filing an application on his or her own behalf, or upon his or her decision to represent his or her spouse, parent, or child in an assessment appeal.
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